
 
 

 
 
 
REPORT TO: Environment & Urban Renewal  
 Policy & Performance Board 
  
DATE: 25th June 2014 
 
REPORTING OFFICER: Strategic Director, Policy & Resources 
 
PORTFOLIO: Transportation 
 
SUBJECT:  Petition requesting the removal of bollards and provision of 

parking at Manor Place, Widnes. 
 
WARDS:  Ditton 
 

1.0 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 To report on a petition that has been received requesting the removal of bollards 
recently introduced to prevent vehicles being driven over a landscaped area in Manor 
Place, Widnes.  The petition also requests the provision of parking facilities and 
vehicular access to the petitioners’ properties. 
 

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

2.1 It is recommended that the petition request for the removal of bollards recently 
introduced to prevent vehicles being driven over a landscaped area in Manor 
Place, Widnes together with the provision of parking facilities and vehicular 
access to the petitioner’s properties should be refused and the lead petitioner 
informed accordingly. 
 

3.0 SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
 

3.1 An eight name petition has been received from residents in Manor Place, Widnes 
requesting the removal of bollards which were installed in January 2014 to prevent 
vehicles being driven over a landscaped area in front of their homes.  The petition also 
requests the provision of parking facilities and vehicular access to the petitioners’ 
properties.  The petition is reproduced in Appendix ‘B’ and the photographs mentioned 
in the petition will be available at the meeting.  
 

3.2  Manor Place consists of a vehicle-free central landscaped area fronted by twelve 
properties which have no direct vehicular access, the properties being served only by a 
footpath network.  The plan in Appendix ‘A’ indicates the layout.  The landscaped area, 
which is owned by this Council, serves as a safe recreation/play area, but in October 
2013 a complaint was received from one of the residents to the effect that a neighbour 
had taken to driving their vehicle up the kerb and across the footpath of either Manor 
Road or New Bank Road and across the landscaped area to park off-road within the 
front garden of their home.  It was alleged that ‘near misses’ had occurred when 
children were playing out on the grass, and from site inspections it was evident that the 
vehicle was eroding and rutting the grass especially during periods of wet weather, and 
also damaging the footpaths of both adjacent highways.  
 

3.3 Shortly after the resident’s complaint, the whole area was dug up to lay new gas mains, 
and then carefully reinstated and reseeded in January 2014.  Due to fresh evidence of 



 
 

vehicular damage to the area, following consultation with the Ward Councillors, 
bollards were installed in the footpaths of Manor Road and New Bank Road, to prevent 
drivers driving vehicles into the area. 
 

3.4  The landscaping in question is intended to be used as a secure recreation/play area 
and there are no plans to convert the area into either a car park or an access road to 
the adjacent properties. 
 

4.0 CONSULTATION 
 

4.1 Ward councillors were consulted prior to the installation of the bollards and have been 
consulted since the petition was received and continue to support the need for the 
bollards. 
 

5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

5.1 No funds are allocated for conversion of the grassed areas into either a car park and/or 
access road.  Also, this could create drainage problems due to the potential loss of a 
permeable surface. 
  

5.2 The presence of the bollards serves to protect the landscaping from damage and 
prevents the cost of recurrent repair work. 
 

6.0 OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 

6.1 There are no direct policy, social inclusion, sustainability, value for money, legal or 
crime and disorder implications resulting from this report. 
 

7.0 IMPLICATIONS FOR THE COUNCIL’S PRIORITIES 
 

7.1 Children & Young People in Halton 
 

 Retaining and protecting the off-road landscaped area provides a secure outdoor play 
area for children. 
 

7.2 Employment, Learning & Skills in Halton 
 

 There are no direct implications on the Council’s ‘Employment, Learning & Skills in 
Halton’ priority. 
 

7.3 A Healthy Halton 
 

 There are no direct implications on the Council’s ‘A Healthy Halton’ priority. 
 

7.4 A Safer Halton 
 

 Retaining the bollards to prevent vehicular access protects the recreation/play area for 
local resident use.  
 

7.5 Halton’s Urban Renewal 
 

7.6 There are no direct implications on the Council’s ‘Employment, Learning & Skills in 
Halton’ priority. 
 

8.0 RISK ANALYSIS 



 
 

 
8.1 There is a variable and uncertain road safety risk associated with removing the bollards 

to Manor Road and New Bank Road as this will permit vehicles to be driven through an 
off-road area where children play. 
  

8.2 The bollards were installed primarily to prevent damage to the landscaping area and 
vehicles accessing a pedestrian area with the associated risks to pedestrians.  It is 
thought that vehicles were accessing the area to be able to park outside their own 
house.  Since the bollards have been installed, prior to the petition being received there 
had been no complaints about them or parking problems in the area.  At the present 
time similar grassed areas such as in New Bank Place have not had problems of 
vehicles driving over the grassed area and therefore bollards have not been installed.   
 

9.0 EQUALITY & DIVERSITY ISSUES. 
 

9.1 There are no direct equality and diversity issues associated with this report. 
 

10.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

10.1 There are no background papers under section 100D of the Local Government Act 
1972 
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